





The Influence of Postmortem Care on the Concepts of Life and
Death of Inexperienced Nurses: 
Thoughts on Facing the First Postmortem Care
HIRANO Yuko
In this article I examined the thoughts of inexperienced nurses in facing their first experience of
postmortem care and considered the influence of that experience on their concepts of life and death.
Ten inexperienced nurses participated in the interviews, which were semi-structured. 
Ten categories of thought were identified as a result of the analysis: denial; fear; sorrow; profes-
sional regulations; astonishment; absent-mindedness; a feeling of kindness toward the dead person; sat-
isfaction; the ideal image of a nurse; and feeling nothing. Especially, the thought of denial was experi-
enced by all participants, other than religious believers.
The factors which influenced the thoughts of inexperienced nurses who were facing their first
postmortem care included the following seven: little experience in facing death; the conditions of inter-
vention; the time at which care was carried out; the content of the postmortem care; the concepts of
life and death held; professional regulations; and the senior nurse's attitude. It was clear that, in addi-
tion to concepts of life and death, the feeling of denial was strengthened. 
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